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An employee-owned company

May 27,2003

Mr. Allan Strand
Field Supervisor
U.S.Fish andWildlife Service
Ecological ServicesField Office
do Texas A&MUniv. at CorpusChristi
6300OceanDrive, Campus Box338
CorpusChristi, Texas78412-5599

PBS&JJobNc. 441216.00

DearMr. Strand:

SharylandUtilities, L.P. (Sharyland)is proposing to constructnew electric transmissionfacilities in
Hildalgo County,Texas. Specifically,Sharylandis planning to build anew 138-kilovolt (kV) DC tie transmission
line betweenan AC/DC ConverterStation andthe ComisionFederaldeElectricidad(CFE)electricalsystemin the

Stateof Tamaulipas,Republicof Mexico. Thelocation of the studyareais shownon the attachedfigure. Thenew
line will be approximately1 to 3 miles long, dependingupon theroute selected,and built on steel orconcrete
single-polestructureswithin a 100-ftwide right-of-way(ROW).

PBS&J is preparing an EnvironmentalAssessmentand Alternative Route Analysis for the project to
support Sharyland’sapplications fora Certificateof ConvenienceandNecessity(CCN) from the Public Utility
Commissionof Texas(PUCT) anda PresidentialPermitfrom the U.S.Departmentof Energy. PBS&Jis currently
in the processof collecting andevaluatingenvironmentaldatafor the study area.As part of this effort, we are
requestingthat your agency/office relateany commentsor concernsthat you mayhaveretarding the potential
environmentaleffects from the constructionof these facilities within the designatedstudy area. Alternative
routes/sites willbe evaluated followingthe analysisof the existingenvironmentin the study areaand Sharyland
will considerusing existing facilities and ROW wherever feasible. PBS&Jwould appreciatereceiving your
comments regarding the natural, cultural, or human resourcesof the study area that are of concern to your
agency/office.

Your commentswill be an importantconsiderationin the evaluationof alternativeroutes and in the

assessmentof impacts. In addition, shouldyou identifyany arearequiringpermits, easements,or otherapprovals
by your agency/office, wewould alsoappreciatereceivingthis information. If you haveany questionsconcerning
this projector our requestfor information, pleasecall me or Mr. FranceDavis at (512) 327-6840. Your earliest
replywill beappreciated.

Sincerely,

Rob Reid
ProjectManager/Vice President

RRR:F1)

attachinent

cc: Mark Caskey (Sharyland)
FranceDavis (PBS&J)

206 Wild Basin Road, Suite 300 ~Austin, Texas 78746 Telephone: 5123276840 Fax: 5123272453 wwwpbsl.coni



Mr. Ken Merritt
Superintendent
LowerRioGrande ValleyNWR
U.S.FishandWildlife Service
Route2, Box 202-A
Alamo, Texas78516

Ms. Nancy Millar
President
Friendsof the Wildlife Corridor
Route2, Box 204
Alamo,Texas78516

The NatureConservancyof Texas
South TexasOffice
P.O. Box 6281
McAllen, Texas78502-6281

Ms. SelinaKing
Executive Director
Frontera Audubon Society
1027 S. Texas Blvd.
Weslaco,Texas78596

Mr. Jim Chapman
Chairman
Lower RioGrandeValley Chapter
SierraClub
200 East

11
th Street

Weslaco,Texas78596

Sharyland Utilities Representativeswill hand deliver the Informational Packets to the contactson
the following list.

The HonorableRamonGarcia
Hidalgo CountyJudge
P.O. Box58
Edinburg, Texas 78540

The HonorableHector“Tito” Palacios
Hidalgo CountyCommissioner
Precinct2
301 E. State
Pharr, Texas78577

The HonorableJoseFlores
Hidalgo CountyCommissioner
Precinct3
400W. 13111 St.

Mission, Texas78572

Mr. Ken Jones
ExecutiveDirector
Lower Rio Grande ValleyDevelopment
Council
311 N. 15111 Street
McAllen, Texas 78501-4705

The HonorableNorbertoSalinas
Mayor
City of Mission
1201 E. 8~1Street
Mission, Texas 78572



Mr. Isauro Trevino
City Manager
City ofMission
1201 E. 8u1~Street
Mission, Texas78572

Mr. SergilZavala
City Planner
City of Mission
1201 E. 8t11 Street
Mission, Texas78572

Mr. PatTownsend
Mission Economic Development Association
901 BusinessParkDrive, Suite200
Mission, Texas 78573-0968

The HonorableLeo Montalvo
Mayor
City of McAllen
P.O. Box220
McAllen, Texas78505

Ms. JulieAnneRankin
City Planner
City ofMcAllen
P.O. Box220
McAllen, Texas78505

Mr. Mike Perez
City Manager
City of McAllen
P.O. Box220
McAllen, Texas78505

Mr. Mike Allen
President
McAllen Economic Development Corporation
6401 S.

33
rdStreet

McAllen, Texas 78503
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TheStateAgencyfor historicPreservation

June02, 2003

RobR. Reid
SeniorManager/Vice President
PBS&J
206 Wild BasinRoad,Suite300
Austin, Texas78746-3343

Re: Project review underSection106 of theNationalHistoric PreservationAct of 1966andthe
Antiquities Codeof~1~exas;SharylandUtilities, L.P.’s proposedelectric transmissionline
between an AC/DC ConverterStationand the ComisionFederalde Electricidad(CEF) electrical
system,Tamaulipas,Mexico),HidalgoCounty, Texas(PUC,U.S. Dept.ofEnergy)

Dear Mr. Reid:

Thank you for yourcorrespondencedescribing theabovereferencedproject. This letter serves as
commenton the proposedfederalundertakingfrom theStateHistoric PreservationOfficer, the
ExecutiveDirectorof the Texas HistoricalCommission.As the state agency responsible for
administeringthe AntiquitiesCodeof I~exas,thesecommentsalso providerecommendationson
compliancewith stateantiquitieslawsandregulations.

The reviewstaff, led by DebraL. Beene,hascompletedits review. Much of thestudyareahasa
moderateto high probabilityofcontaining culturalresources; therefore,acultural resources
surveymaybe required. However, without aspecificproject map wecannotdetermine whether
the preciseareaofpotentialeffect (APE) has been previouslysurveyedor whetheronewould
have beennecessary.We will be pleasedto review theproject again once wereceivethe
requested information.To facilitate a quickreview, consider having aPBS&Jarcheologist
review the transmissionline APE and determine whether itwaspreviouslysurveyedarid if riot,
locatethe high probability areasfor investigation.

We look forwardto further consultation with your officeandhopeto maintaina partnershipthat
will fostereffectivehistoric preservation.Thankyou for your cooperationin this federal and
state review process, and for yourefforts to preservethe irreplaceable heritageof Texas. If you
have any questions concerning our review or if wecan be of further assistance,please
contact Debra L. Beene at512/463-5865.

Sincerely,

for
F. LawerenceOaks, Statehistoric PreservationOfficer

FLO/dlb
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Mr. Mark Denton
TexasH istoridal Commission
P0 Box 12276
Austin, TX 78711-2276

Re: Draft Survey Report Submittal, Sharyland Utilities-Mexico Tie Transmission Line Project,
Hidalgo County, Texas, PBS&J Project ~ T

DearMr. Denton:

PBS&J herebysubmits on behalfof SharylandUtilities and their agent Sutherland,Asbill and Brennan,
LLP., onecopy of thedraftsurveyreport for the SharylandUtilities-Mexico Tie TransmissionLine Project,
llidalgo County,Texas. This project requiresyour agency’sreview as a Section106 undertaking,hutdoes
not requireastateantiquitiespermit for archaeological investigationbecausetheprojectareais andwill be
entirely privately owned. I look forward to receiving yourconcurrenceor commentson the assessments
andrecommendationspresentedin the report. If you haveany questionspleasefeel free to contactmeat
342-3367or bmdixon@pbsj.com.

Sincerely,

Dr. BoydDixon
ProjectArchaeologist

Xc: F~Davis,PBS&Jw/oenclosure 0~cuR
End. j ~

St~eHistoric ~ri~rv~njon Officer
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5504 Brid~ePoint Parkway, Suite 200, Austin, Texas 78730 • Telephone: 5123276840 Fax: 512327.2453 • www.pbsj.com



FederalEmergencyManagementAgency
RegionVI

FederalRegionalCenter
800 NorthLoop 288

Denton,TX 76201-3698

June10, 2003

Rob Reid
Project Manager
PBS&J
206 Wild WestRoad, Suite300
Austin, Texas78746

DearMr. Reid:

This letter is in responseto yourcorrespondenceof May27,2003,in whichyou describe
a project HidalgoCounty,PBS&J Job Number441216.00.

HidalgoCounty participates in theNationalFlood Insuranceprogram (NFIP).Therefore,
all developmentmustbe reviewedby theCountyFloodplainAdministrator,Ms. Sylvia
Sanchez,to ensure compliance with theCounty Flood DamagePreventionCourt Order.

If you require any further assistance, please feel freeto call me at 940-898-5128.

Sincerely,

CarltonR. Watts



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Corpus Christi Regulatory Field Office
5151 Flyr.n Parkway, Suite 306

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411-4318
REPLY TO

ATTEWT~ONOF

June 10, 2003

Regulatory Branch

SUBJECT: D-14827

Mark Caskey
Sharyland Utilities,L.P.
4403 W. Military Road,Suite712
McAllen, Texas78503

DearMr. Caskey:

TheU.S. Army Corpsof Engineers(Corps)is respondingto arequeston your
behalf, submittedby PBS&J, in letter dated May27, 2003. The proposedproject,
SharylandElectric TransmissionFacilities,is located withinHidalgo County,
Texas.

The Corps has theauthorityto regulatecertain workunderthe provisions
of Section 10 ofthe RiversandllarborsAct of 1899and Section404 ofthe Clean
WaterAct. Section404 regulatesthedischargeof dredgedandfill materialinto
watersof the UnitedStates,which includesall tidal waters,and wetlands adjacent
to tidal and nontidalwaters. Isolatedwetlandsandoutlying areas thatare
seasonallysaturatedmaybe regulatedundertheprovisionsof Section 404
dependingon theirrelationshipwith interstate commerce.

The informationyou providedstatesthat theproject consistsofthe
constructionof new138-kilovolt (kV) DC tie transmissionline, approximately1
to 3 miles in length,andbuilt on steel orconcretesinglepolestructureswithin a
100 foot wide right-of-way (ROW). While theinformationprovided does not
describe constructionmethods,the pipelineappearsto cross theRio Grande
River, a waterofthe UnitedStates. If work is proposedfor this area a Department
ofthe Army permit willbe required, inadditionif work is proposedin any other
water bodiesorwetlands, a permit maybe required. It is possiblethat impacts
associatedwith transmissionline installations wouldqualify for aNationwide
Permit 12 Utility Line Activities.
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This preliminarydeterminationis valid for 5 yearsfrom the dateof this
letterunlessnewinformationwarrantsarevisionof thedeterminationprior to the
expiration date. Please referencedeterminationnumber D-14827 in future
correspondence pertainingto this project. If you haveany questionsconcerning
this matter,pleasecontactShellyCarter at theletterheadaddress orby telephone
at 361-814-5847.

Sincerely,

Lloyd Mullins
Unit Leader,
CorpusChristi RegulatoryField Office

Enclosure

Copy furnished:

Rob Reid, PBS&J,206 Wild BasinRoad,Suite300,Austin, Texas78746



*f Texas Department of Transportation
AVIATION DIVISION

125 E. 11TH STREET AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483 • 512/416-4500 FAX 512/416-4510

June 12, 2003

Mr. Rob Reid I PBS&J
206 Wild Basin Road, Suite 300
Austin, TX 78746

Dear Mr. Reid:

I received your letter dated May 27, 2003, concerning the proposed construction of a
electric transmission facility in Hildalgo County.

Title 14, US Code, Part 77 of the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Federal
Aviation Regulations (FAR) requires notice to the FAA if the facility to be constructed fits
either of the below listed conditions:

77.1 3(2)(i) Any construction or alteration which obstructs a slope of one foot of vertical
height for each 100’ of horizontal distance out to a total distance of 25,000’ from the
nearest point on any runway at a public use airport with at least one runway, existing or
planned, more than 3200’ in length or:

77.13(1) Any construction or alteration of more than 200’ above the surface of the
ground at its location.

There is one public use airport which may be within the study area which meets the
criteria of 77.13(2)(i): McAlIen International Airport (KMFE) at 26-10-33.ON / 098-14-
19.0W Airport Reference Point. If the proposed construction is within the above criteria,
the FAA must be notified in four copies using FAA Form 7460-1, “Notice of Proposed
Construction or Alteration”. Copies are enclosed. Additionally, if within the criteria as
above, the Director of Aviation for McAlIen should be contacted at 2500 S. Bicentennial,
McAlIen, Texas 78503 (956) 682-9101 to coordinate any construction.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (512) 416-4507 or
<wgunn©dot.state.tx.us>

AnEqual Opportunity Employer
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An employee-owned company

May 27, 2003

Ms. LindaHoward
Manager,Planning& Programming
TexasDepartmentof Transportation
Departmentof Aviation

125 East
11

th Street
Austin, Texas78711

PBS&JJobNo. 441216.00

DearMs. Howard:

SharylandUtilities, L.P. (Sharyland)is proposingto constructnew electric transmission facilitiesin
Hildalgo County, Texas. Specifically,Sharyland is planning to build a new 138-kilovolt (kV) DC tie
transmissionline betweenan AC/DC Converter Station and the Cornision Federalde Electricidad (CFE)
electricalsystemin the Stateof Tamaulipas,Republicof Mexico. The locationof the studyareais shownon

the attachedfigure. Thenew line will be approximately1 to 3 miles long, dependingupon the routeselected,
andbuilt on steelor concretesingle-polestructures withina 100-ft wide right-of-way(ROW).

PBS&J is preparingan Environmental AssessmentandAlternative RouteAnalysis for the project to
supportSharyland’sapplicationsfor a Certificateof ConvenienceandNecessity(CCN) from the Public Utility
Commissionof Texas (PUCT) and a PresidentialPermit from the U.S. Departmentof Energy. PBS&J is
currentlyin theprocessof collecting and evaluating environmentaldatafor the studyarea. Aspart of this effort,
we are requestingthat your agency/officerelateany commentsor concernsthat you may have regardingthe
potential environmentaleffects fromthe construction of thesefacilities within the designatedstudy area.

Alternativeroutes/sites willbe evaluated followingthe analysisof the existingenvironmentin the study area
and Sharylandwill considerusingexisting facilitiesand ROW whereverfeasible. PBS&Jwould appreciate
receiving your comments regardingthe natural, cultural, or human resourcesof the study area that are of
concernto your agency/office.

Your commentswill be an important considerationin the evaluationof alternativeroutesand in the
assessmentof impacts. In addition, should you identify any area requiring permits, easements,or other
approvalsby your agency/office, wewould also appreciatereceiving this information. If you have any
questionsconcerningthis projector our requestfor information, pleasecall me orMr. France Davisat (512)

327-6840. Your earliestreply will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

RobReid
ProjectManager/VicePresident

RRR:FD RECEIVED

attachment MAY 30 2003

cc: Mark Caskey(Sharyland) AVIATION DIV1SION, TxDOT
FranceDavis (PBS&J)

206 Wild Basin Road, Suite 300 • Austin, Texas 78746 • Telephone: 512.327.6840 • Fax: 512.327.2453 • www.pbsj.com



United States Department of Agricultnre
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4NRCS
Natural ResourcesconservationService
101 South Main Street
Temple, TX 76501-7602

June12, 2003

Mr. Rob R. Reid
ProjectManager/VicePresident
PBS&J
206 Wild BasinRoad, Suite300
Austin, Texas 78746

DearMr. Reid:

We havereviewed the proposed constructionof newelectrictransmissionfacilities in
Hidalgo County, Texas. Basedon thedatasubmitted,theproject shouldnot haveany
adverseenvironmentalimpactson the naturalresourcesin the area. This office doesnot
requirepermits, easements,or otherapprovals.

Thankyou for theopportunityto providecommentson this proposedproject.

Sincerely,

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment

LARRY D. BUTLER, Ph.D.
StateConservationist

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



United States Department of the Interior
FISH .AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecological Services - LRGV SubOffice
Phone: (956) 784—7560 Fax: (956) 787—0547

Rt. 2 Box 202—A
Alamo, TX 78516

June 13, 2003

Mr. Rob Reid
Project Manager
PBS&J
206 Wild Basin Road
Suite 300
Austin, Texas 78746

Consultation No. 2—11—03—1—0304

Dear Mr. Reid:

This responds to the letter received on June 2, 2003, regarding the effects of the
proposed electric transmission facilities on species federally—listed or proposed for
listing as threatened or endangered occurring within Hidalgo County, Texas. In
addition, your project was evaluated with respect to wetlands and other important fish

and wildlife resources.

Sharyland Utilities, L.P. (Sharyland) is proposing to construct new electric
transmission facilities in Hidalgo County. Sharyland is planning to build a new 138-
kilovolt (kV) DC tie transmission line between an AC/DC Converter Station and the
Comision Federal de Electricidad (CFE) electrical system in the State of Tamaulipas,
Mexico. The new line will be approximately 1 to 3 miles long, depending upon the route
selected, and built on steel or concrete single—pole structures within a 100—ft wide
right-of-way (ROW)

PBS&J is preparing an Environmental Assessment and Alternative Route Analysis for the
project to support Sharyland’s application for a Certificate of Convenience and
Necessity from the Public Utility Commission of Texas. PBS&J is currently in the
process of collecting and evaluating environmental data for the study area.
Alternative routes/sites will be evaluated following the analysis of the existing
environment in the study area and Sharyland will consider using existing facilities and
ROWwherever feasible.

The following list provides current information on federally—listed species for the
above county where your future project will occur. The list may include endangered and
threatened species, as well as proposed species, candidate species, and species of
concern. Proposed species are candidate species for which rules have been published
in the Federal Register, nominating the species for threatened or endangered status.
Candidate species have no protection under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, however,
the Service has substantial information on candidate species to support their listing
as threatened or endangered. The development and publication of proposed rules for
listing candidate species are anticipated. Therefore, actions that might contribute
to the listing of candidate species should be avoided. A letter designation follows
the species name that represents the current federal status of the species. Within the
list, the letters B, T, P, C, and SOC, represents the status of Endangered, Threatened,
Proposed, Candidate, and Species of Concern, respectively. The acronym CH, indicates
that there is Critical Habitat associated with the species, and P(CH) indicates that
Critical Habitat has been Proposed for the species.
Hidalgo County



ocelot (Felis pardalis) - E

jaguarundi (Felis Yagouaroundi) — B
Northern aplomado falcon (Falco femoralis septentrionalis) — E
Texas ayenia (Ayenia limitaris) — B
Walker’s manioc (Manihot walkerae) — B
Mountain plover (Charadrius montanus) — P/T
Audubon’s oriole (Icterus graduacauda audubonii) — SOC
Brownsville common yellowthroat (Geothlvpis trichas insperata) - SOC
Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis) - SOC
Loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) — SOC
Northern gray hawk (Buteo nitidus maximus) - SOC
Sennett’s hooded oriole (Icterus cucullatus sennetti) — SOC
Texas Botteri’s sparrow (Aimophila botterii texana) - SOC
Texas olive sparrow (Arremonops rufivirgatus rufivigatus) — SOC
Tropical parula (Parula pitiayumi nigrilora) — SOC
White-faced ibis (Plegadis chichi) - SOC
Coues’ rice rat (Oryzomys couesi aguaticus) — SOC
Reticulate collared lizard (Crotaphytus reticulatus) - SOC
Texas horned lizard (Phrynosoma cornutum) — SOC
Black—spotted newt (Notophthalmus meridionalis) — SOC
Rio Grande lesser siren (Siren intermedia texana) — SOC
Bailey’s ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi) - SOC
Falfurrias (milkvine) anglepod (Matelea radiata) — SOC
Runyon huaco (Manfreda longiflora) - SOC
Runyon’s water—willow (Justicia runyonii) - SOC
Small papillosus (Echinocereus var. angusticeps) — SOC
Texas windmill-grass (Chloris texensis) - SOC
Subtropical blue—black tiger beetle (Cicindela nigrocoerula subtropica) - SOC
Maculated manfreda skipper (Stallingsia maculosus) - SOC

The Alternative Route Analysis study area indicated on the map includes several Lower
Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge (LRGVNWR) tracts of land. These tracts of
land include Madero, Tortuga Banco, Cottam and Gabrielson (please see attached map).
The Service is concerned about environmental impacts to these refuge tracts that are
part of the wildlife corridor. As you are aware, the Anzalduas International Bridge
will be located between Cottam and Gabrielson refuge tracts which will fragment the
wildlife corridor between these two tracts. The Service recommends plant surveys to
be conducted if impacts to native brush or endangered species is required anywhere
throughout the entire selected route. Also, if the project requires an easement
through the Service’s LRGVNWRtracts for a right—of—way, then it would require a

compatibility determination conducted by the Refuge in association with right-of-way
application. This compatibility determination is used to examine whether the proposed
use interferes or detracts from the purpose for which the Refuge was established. No
right-of—way can be issued if the project is determined to be incompatible. For
further information on the application procedures, please contact Christina Montoya
(Refuge Operation Specialist) for the LRGVNWRat (956) 784—7540.

Keep in mind that ten valley communities, TPWD and others including the Service are
about to spend $21 million dollars on World Birding Centers to protect and to promote
birdwatching to further the Rio Grande Valley’s ecotourism industry. Bentsen State
Park has been selected to be the main birding center for the entire Lower Rio Grande
Valley. Birding in the Valley is conservatively worth over $100 million to the local
economy annually, and is expected to grow in the Valley as an industry.

2



The ocelot and jaguarundi inhabit dense native brushland, generally occurring near
watercourses, throughout South Texas. Population declines in both species of feuds
are primarily due to habitat loss associated with clearing of brush. In a July 7, 1992
report, “Potential Impacts of the proposed Anzalduas International Bridge upon
Endangered Cats,” Dr. Michael B. Tewes, the foremost recognized authority on ocelots
and jagaurundi in South Texas, describes the results of his examination of two LRGNNWR
tracts of native habitat that occur on either side of the proposed international
crossing. The Gabrielson Unit includes the habitat tract immediately west of the
proposed international crossing and the Cottam Unit includes the tract immediately east
of the crossing. Dr. Tewes believes that a significant patch of optimal ocelot habitat
covers much of the Gabrielson Unit. The southern portion of habitat within the
Gabrielson Unit (the area parallel to the river) contains a less dominant shrub layer
and would normally be classified as marginal or non—habitat for the ocelot. However,
the proximity of the optimal habitat within the Gabrielson Unit lends a potential
ocelot use value to this portion as (1) a “buffer habitat” to reduce the disturbance
effects of anthropogenic activities, (2) “overflow habitat” for ocelots from nearby
saturated optimal habitat, and (3) “travel habitat” for dispersing or transient
ocelots. At the time of the report, it was quite possible that the Gabrielson Unit was
either currently occupied by one or a few ocelots or may possibly experience periodic
occupancy by dispersing or transient ocelots during the year.

According to Dr. Tewes’ report, the Cottam Unit contained less optimal habitat than the
Gabrielson Unit. Much of the Cottam Unit appeared to be old farmland undergoing
successional transformation. Some areas within the Cottam Unit may contain optimal
habitat, particularly sites within the resacas (ox—bow) landscape feature. Also,
narrow corridor habitat occurs along the banks of the Rio Grande. A resident ocelot
can regularly travel two to three miles within its established home range. Home range
data from the Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge (SANWR) demonstrated that ocelots will
leave large patches and travel to surrounding sites. Consequently, the proximity of
optimal habitat on the Gabrielson Unit similarly lends increased value to the habitats
on the Cottam Unit. Additional tracts of native habitats occur along the river west
of the Gabrielson Unit and east of the Cottam Unit, increasing the likelihood that
ocelots move through both.

Ocelots frequently travel along habitat corridors parallel to linear water courses
(e.g., resacas, rivers). Because two large tracts of acquires native habitat exists
on both sides of the proposed international crossing, the vegetation adjacent to the
river has additional value as a potential travel corridor for ocelots. The radio
tracking of the ocelot on SANWRindicated this cat swims across the Rio Grande to use
habitat on both sides of the river. Consequently, removal of habitat on either side
of the river may have an impact on a resident ocelot.

Regarding other important fish and wildlife resources, please keep in mind that many
bird species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act may nest in an area
containing trees or other suitable habitat. As the Federal agency responsible for the
protection of migratory birds, the Service recommends vegetation disturbances
potentially associated with these activities avoid the general nesting period of March
through August or that areas proposed for disturbance be surveyed first for nesting
birds, in order to avoid the inadvertent destruction of nests, eggs, etc.

Birds of prey (eagles, hawks, owls, etc) frequently use powerlines and support
structures for perching and nesting. Raptors can be electrocuted while using power
lines, thus contributing to the cumulative mortality factors effecting these
biologically important sensitive species. Electrical distribution lines carrying
voltages between 12kv to 69kv present the greatest threat of electrocution, in areas
supporting high concentrations and diversity of raptors (e.g. southwest region of the
United States)

3



Standard techniques have been developed to prevent raptor electrocutions at electrical
distribution lines. The latest guidance is included in the publication: Suggested
Practices for Powerlines—State of the Art in 1981/ Raptor Research. Report No. 4,
Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. Department Veterinary Biology, University of
Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 55108.

As a Federal agency responsible for the protection of migratory birds (including birds
of prey), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recommends that all new or modified
electrical distribution lines be designed and constructed to prevent the electrocution
of raptors, using the above referenced techniques. Proper design includes adequate
separation of energized hardware or insulation of wires sufficient separation cannot
be attained. The use of grounded steel cross—arm braces should be avoided. The
measures should be implemented on each line and pole associated with new or converted
lines. Failure to implement these measures could subject companies to civil or
criminal liability under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Endangered Species Act, and
Bald Eagle Protection Act.

With regard to wetland resources, many in the area occur as resacas (relic river
oxbows), creek crossings, coastal/inland potholes, marshes, etc. Executive order 11990
asserts that each Federal agency shall provide leadership and take action to minimize
the destruction, loss or degradation of wetlands, and to preserve and enhance the
natural and beneficial values of wetlands in carrying out the agency’s
responsibilities. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted for permitting
requirements under section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section 10 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act, if it appears that proposed construction plans could impact wetlands.

The Service recommends that the alternative route to be selected avoid the LRGVNWR
tracts of land; the process for a compatibility determination is lengthy and not
guaranteed that a ROWwill be given if it is found not compatible with what the refuge
was established for. Also, select a route that avoids taking of ocelot habitat by
avoiding or minimizing brush clearing along the route and along the river; leave a
vegetation buffer along the river where the transmission line will cross into Mexico.

This letter is for general information only and does not constitute a review and
clearance over potential effects to federally—listed species resulting from any
specific project or activity. Upon completion of the route alternative selection and
environmental document, the Service can then consult with your agency on the
environmental impacts of the selected area. We appreciate the opportunity to provide
pre—project planning information and look forward to providing any further assistance.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact Ernesto Reyes at the above
letterhead and telephone number.

Sincerely,

~‘ ~

Ernesto Rep’s

Senior Fish & Wildlife Biologist

For
Allan M. Strand
Field Supervisor

cc:
Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Corpus Christi, TX
Christina Montoya, LRGVNWRROS, Alamo, TX
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INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO
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Mr. Rob Reid
ProjectManager/VicePresident
PBS&J
206Wild Basin Road Suite300
Austin, Texas78746

DearMr. Reid:

The United StatesSection, International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC)
appreciatestheopportunityto provide commentson theElectrical TransmissionLine crossing
the Rio Grandein Hidalgo County, Texas,proposedby SharylandUtilities, L.P. (Sharyland)
describedin your May 27, 2003 letter (PBS& J Job#441216.00).USIBWC staffattendeda
projectbriefing by Mr. JamesM. BusheeandMr. Ralph Goodlet,at ourHeadquartersOffice in
El Paso,Texas, on June 18, 2003.

The USIBWC understandsthe proposedproject is for the constructionand operationof an
electrical transmissionline connectingservicesin Hidalgo County, Texas with facilitiesin
Tarnaulipas,Mexico. The installations will provide electrical serviceto customersin the
southeastern Texasand northeastTamaulipas, Mexico.The projectproponent,Sharyland,is
seekingauthorizationto construct,operate,andmaintainelectricaltransmission facilitiesin both
the United StatesandMexico to import andexportelectrical energy. Thenew system will
convert alternating current to direct current to allow transmissionin two directions. The
proposedprojectalternativesinclude constructionand operationofupto 3 miles oftransmission
line. Sharylandis in theprocessofdevelopingan EnvironmentalAssessmentandAlternative
RouteAssessmentfor theprojectto supportaCertificateof Convenienceand Necessityfrom the
PublicUtility CommissionofTexasandaPresidentialPermitfrom theUnitedStatesDepartment
of Energy. The final route forthe transmissionline hasnot beenselected.

The routealternativesfor theproject includetransmissionlineswhichcrossthe Rio Grandeand
propertiesowned and/or managedby the USIBWC. Constructionof structureswithin the
floodwayoftheRio Grandeis not anticipated.TheUSIBWC mustauthorizethecrossingof this
property.Theprojectdescription indicatesthe line will havea 100-foot wide right-of-way. The
projectdescriptionandenvironmentalassessmentshouldclearly indicateif clearingofthisright-
of-way in the Rio Grandefloodway is required. Once the finalalternativeis selected,the
proponentshouldcontacttheUSIBWC for guidanceon securingthis authorization.

The Commons,Building C. Suite 310 417. N. MesaStreet El Paso, Fexas79002
(915) 832-4100 (FAX)(915) 832-4190 http: w~v.ihwc.state.gov



TheUSIBWCreviewstheenvironmentalimpactsofeachprojectin accordancewith theagency
proceduresforimplementationoftheNationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct (NEPA). Typicallythis
requires documentationthat consultationswith United StatesArmy Corps of Engineers
(USACOE),theUnited StatesFishand Wildlife Service(USFWS) andtheTexas Historical
Commission(THC) have beencompleted.Basedon theprojectdescription,oneconcernin this
areais the migrationcorridor for the gulf coast jaguarundiandtheocelot. TheUSIBWC has
implementeda modified maintenance programin some areasof the Rio Grande floodway to
preservethiscorridor. If theproject crossesthecorridor,theproponentshouldmitigateimpacts
in accordancewith guidancefrom theUSFWS. Impactsto migratorybird speciesandraptors
must beevaluated. The proponentis encouragedto incorporatethe Suggested Practicesfor
RaptorProtectionon PowerLines: The StateoftheArt in 1996,developedby the “AvianPower
LineInteractionCommittee.”TheUSIBWC is concernedwith impacts totransboundaryair and
waterquality associatedwith developmentnear theinternational boundary.In manylocations
alongtheinternational boundary,rapiddevelopmenthasresultedin detrimentalimpactsto shared
air and waterresources.Reasonablyforeseeabledevelopmentwhich is relatedto this project
should be evaluated in accordancethe Council on Environmental Quality guidance on
cumulativeimpacts.In addition, ongoing maintenanceworkthatwill occurwithin thefloodway
must be evaluated. The Environmental Assessmentsupporting the PresidentialPermit
applicationshould includemostinformation requiredfor the USIBWCevaluation.

TheUSIBWC requeststhatproposedconstruction activitiesbeaccomplishedin a mannerthat
doesnot changehistoric surfacerunoff characteristicsat the internationalboundary. This
requirementis intendedto ensure thatdevelopmentsin onecountrywill not causedamageto
landsorresourcesin theothercountry. Theproponentmust ensurestructures constructedalong
theUnited States/Mexico borderareniaintainedin an adequatemannerandthat liability issues
createdby thesestructuresare addressed.

The USIBWC must review the EnvironmentalAssessment,draft drawings,and supporting
documentationfor theselectedalternative. Drawingsmust show thelocationofeachcomponent
in relationto the internationalboundaryand the Rio Grande.One drawingshould be a cross
sectionoftheRio Grandeillustrating theelevationofthepowerline crossingin relationto the
flood level of the river and the topof the levees. Theattachedcriteriaprovides guidanceon
allowable clearancesfor electrical and telephonelines. Thesecriteria are generaland are
minimumsbasedon residentialvoltagesandtelephonelines. Clearance nnistbe adequateto
ensure thesafety of USIBWC equipmentand personneloperating near the power line.
Constructionplansfor the selectedalternativeandsupporting informationshould be submitted
to theUSIBWC as soon as possible. The USIBWCrequiresthat final engineeringdrawingsbe
submittedto the USIBWC for review and approvalprior to beginning constructionof the
proposedelectricaltransmissionline andrelatedfacilities. Worksin Mexico must bereviewed
by theappropriateagenciesin Mexico and beconstructedin accordancewith Mexican laws.
USIBWC project authorizationis limited to property within the United Statesof America.
Typically, for aninternationalproject, theproponentfrom theUnitedStatesjoinswith abusiness
entity in Mexico andeachfirm secures therequiredauthorizationsin theirrespectivecountries.



Projectproponestsin Mexico should provideplans andproject informationto the Mexican
Sectionof the InternationalBoundaryand WaterCommission(MXIBWC) in CiudadJuarez,
Chihuahua, Mexico.The USIBWCrequiresthat theproponentverify that coordinationwith
properauthoritiesin Mexico is completeprior to construction.

Thankyou for theopportunityto providecommentson theproposedelectrical transmissionline.
Pleasecontinueto keepusinformedwith theprogressofthe project. If you have anyquestions
regardingthis information, pleasecall me at (915)832-4740.

Sincerely,

/ / .~... .

/
SyJ’~iiaA. Waggoner
D’fvision Engineer
EnvironmentalManagementDivision

Attachment:
As stated



Xffl ELECTRICAL AND TELEFRONE CRITERIA FOROVERIffAD WIR1l~CROSSING

Theoverheadtransmissionline shallbe constructedand maintained in such a mannerasto provide
a minimum verticalclearance(at the temperatureof 60 degreesFahrenheit)of not less than 28 feet
above~the levee crown andat least 12 feet (3.7 meters) above the floodway design high water
surfitce level in the area of the floodway channel.

No structure(poles or guywires)shall be located closer than 35 feet from the toes of any levee.
No structure (poles or otherwise) shallbe located closer than 15 feet from the top of any channel
bank.

Guy wiresmay be anchored within the USIBWCright-of-way in such a manner that they do not
interfere with the operation andlormaintenanceof the channel,levees, or related structures. A
witnesspost, not less than five feet (5’) abovethe ground, shallbe installedby eachanchor or the
cableshall be wrappedup to a point at leastfive feet(5’) above the ground with a brightcolored
material to makeit obviously visible.

It shall be the Sponsor’sresponsibility to maintain theareasclearof brushwithin aten foot (10’)
radius of each pole, under the guy wiresand around the anchors, on both sidesofthe leveeand
within .theUSIBWCright-of-way limits.

XIV LOW DAMS OR DWERSIONS OF FLOWS

The Sponsor shall submitplans,hydraulic andstructuralcomputations andspecificationsfor low
damsor otherobstructionsfrr reviewandcommentsprior to the constructionof any typedam’
structurein a floodway area. Theseplans will be reviewedto determineif adversehydraulic or
structuraleffects wouldoccut within the floodway as aresultof the proposed construction. Prior
to an extensiveengineeringstudyfor anytypeof waterbarrierin a floodway, theconceptplan,
proposedlocation, andpurposeshall be reviewedby theUSIBWC andMXIBWC (international
projects).

Further,theSponsor(s)areresponsiblefor obtainingtheproperwaterrightspermitsfrom the Texas
NationalResourceConservation Commission,Water Master before providing diversions structure
plansto theUSfl3WC. Additional permits mentionedin SectionIV must alsobe obtained.

Shouldsuchdiversionsbe permissible,the Sponsorof the facilities shall install at his expense,the
measuringdevicesthat the USIBWC considers necessary to carry out treaty-required water
measurements and water accounting.

XV CONSTRUCTIONOF RECREATION FACILITIES

The Sponsorshall submit plansto USIBWC fbr reviewandapprovalon anyproposed recreation
type facilities to be constructed in an existing or approved floodway area. Each plan including
hydrauliccomputations will be reviewedfor individual and cumulative eft’ectsto determineif the
proposedconstructionwould produce adverseeffectson an existingorapprovedfloodwayarea,

21 Rev 7/26/ 00



August 13, 2003

Mr. Rob Reid
PBS&J
206 Wild Basin Road, Suite300
Austin, TX 78746

RE: Proposed new138-kyelectrictransmission facilities,HidalgoCounty.

DearMr. Reid:
JOHN AVILA, JR

FORT WORTH

This letter is in response to your request for concerns about potential

ALVIN L HENR environmentaleffects regarding theproposalby Sharyland Utilitiesto construct a
HOUSTON new 138-kV DC tie transmissionline. Texas Parksand Wildlife Department

(TPWD) staff appreciatesyour interest in natural resourcesand provides the
following commentsto assistyourplanningefforts.

The proposedtransmission line tie would be located between an AC/DC
Converter Station in Hidalgo County, Texas and the Comision Federal de
Electricidad (CFE) electrical systemin the State of Tamaulipas,Republic of
Mexico. The Departmentrecommendsthat the new transmissionline be
constructed within existing, previously disturbedrights-of way (ROW) and
easements,rather thanclearingnew ROW. Avoid fragmenting contiguous tracts
of dense, nativebrush and clearing mature trees. Please find TPWD
Recommendationsfor Electrical TransmissionLine DesignandConstructionfor
your assistance.

Texas Parksand Wildlife recently provided the legislature with the Landand
Water ResourcesConservationand RecreationPlan. That plan will serveas a
guide for the managementof the fish andwildlife resourcesof the State for the
coming years. This plan designatesnative prairies, grasslands andriparian
habitats as the most important wildlife habitats, containing the highest numbers of
rare speciesandare the mostthreatened.Thesehabitattypeswill be a priority for
TPWD in thefuture. Therefore,TPWD will be concentratingon reducingimpacts
to thesehabitatsand whennecessary,seekingcompensation forimpacts to those
habitatsthat cannotbe avoided orminimized.

Minimizing clearing of native vegetation is particularly importantin riparian
areas,which provide valuablewildlife habitat. If the transmissionline crosses
riparian areasstaffrecommendsthat the ROW width be reduced or theriparian
area be crossed at the most narrow partof the corridor, to minimize habitat
fragmentation. Staff recommendsthat SharylandUtilities minimize removalof
native vegetationwithin the riparian zoneand destructionof inert microhabitats
i.e. snags,brush piles,fallen logs, creekbanks, pools,and gravel streambottoms

4200 SMITH SCHOOL ROAD /i~./l~~ ~ (‘QJ/VL1~f’L filL CL/I/ILl! if//If (~//f,////L/i//Llij/// ill /i./1/L Cl/It fo /.-i~,fi//.~ i/I//IC/it.
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78744-3291 -
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as these provide habitat fora variety of fish and wildlife speciesand their food
sources. Stagingand disposalareasshould be locatedin previously disturbed
uplandareasto avoid impactsto habitatsassociatedwith the riparianand aquatic
systems. Findthe attachmententitled TPWD Guidelinesfor Constructionand
Clearing within Riparian Areas.

The Clean Water Act (CWA)sets the basic regulatoryframeworkfor regulating
dischargesof pollutantsto U.S. waters. Section404 of the CWA establishes a
federalprogramto regulate the dischargeof dredgeand fill material intowaters
of the U.S., including wetlands. The U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers (CUE)
and the Environmental ProtectionAgency (EPA) areprimarily responsiblefor
making jurisdictionaldeterminationsand regulating wetlands underSection404
of the CWA. TheCUE also makesjurisdictional determinations underSection
10 of the Riversand HarborsAct of 1899. If the proposedconstructionwould
impactaquatic resources then the project sponsorshould contact the U.S. Army
Corp of Engineers (CorpusChristi Regulatory Field Office) for determination
of jurisdictional wetlands and for permitting requirements. Compensation may
be requiredfor any encroachmentinto these areas.

In order to protectmigratorybirds construction activitiesshouldoccur outside the
March — August migratory bird nesting seasonof each year the projectis
authorizedand lasting for the life of the project. Construction activitiesinclude
(but are notlimited to) removalof nestsor neststructures,tree felling aswell as
vegetation clearing, trampling ormaintenance.Additional information regarding
the Migratory BirdTreatyAct may beobtainedfrom the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
ServiceSouthwest RegionalOffice (Region2) at (505)248-6879.

Line alterationsto prevent bird electrocutions shouldbe completedprior to
construction asall electrocutionsmay not be known ordocumented. Incorporation
of preventative measuresalongportions of the routes that are most attractiveto
birds such as ripariancorridors (or otherareasindicated by frequentsightings)
prior to any electrocutionsis a preferredalternative. If you would like more
information about avianmortality prevention measures,please contactme.

Pleasefind the list of special speciesthat occur in Hidalgo County. Measures
should be takento ensure that rarespeciesare notpresentalong the routeand
are not subject to adverse impacts. ROWand access easements often display
exceptionalbiotic diversity and quality by representing isolated areas free from
agricultural grazingand cultivation impacts.Consequently,caution should be
taken to avoid any unique and rare plantcommunitiesthat may occur. More
site-specific information about rarespeciesand wildlife refugescanbe obtained
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from a search of the BCD database. A review of potential project impactsto
endangeredand threatenedspeciescan be obtained for a$50 fee. For more
information about the BCD or threatenedand endangeredspeciesin the project
area please contactCeleste Brancelat (512) 912-7021.

If any proposed route wouldaffect areawildlife refuges, managementareas,or
parks, pleaseinclude that information in the environmental document and
coordinatewith areamanagers.

We appreciatethe opportunityto reviewand commenton your projectduring the
planning stages. Please sendmaps and descriptionsof route alternativeswhen
they becomeavailable. If you haveany questionscontact mein San Marcos at
(512)396-9211.

Sincerely,

~

RenéeFields
Wildlife Habitat AssessmentProgram
Wildlife Division

/j rf

Attachments



TPWD Recommendations forElectrical TransmissionLine Design and Construction

Construction of the line should be performedto avoid adverse environmentalimpact and to
restore or enhance environmentalquality to the greatestextentpractical. In orderto minimize
the possible project effects upon wildlife, thefollowing measures are recommended:

1. Use wood or non-conductingcrossarmsto minimize the possibility of electrical contact
with perchingbirds.

2. When possible,install electrical equipmenton thebottom crossarmto allow top crossarm
for perching.

3. To protect raptors,proceduresshouldbe followed as outlinedin:
SuggestedPractices for Raptor Protectionon Power Lines, theStateof the Art in 1996,”

by RichardR. Olendorff, A. Dean Miller and Robert N. Lehman; distributedby the
Raptor Research Foundation Incorporated, for Edison Electric Institute.

REA Bulletin 61-10, “Protectionof Bald andGoldenEagles fromPower Lines.”
USD1-EPA report entitled “Impacts of Transmission Lines onBirds in Flight,”

(FWS/OBS-78/48).

4. Construction should avoid identified wetland areas. Coordination with appropriate
agenciesshould be accomplishedto ensure regulatorycompliance. Constructionshould
occur during dry periods.

5. Construction should attemptto minimize the amount of flora and fauna disturbed.
Reclamationof constructionsites should emphasizereplanting with native grassesand
leguminousforbs.

6. Existing rights-of-way should be usedto upgradefacilities, where possible, in order to
avoid additional clearing and preventadverseimpacts associatedwith habitat loss and
fragmentationof existing blocksof wooded habitat.

7. Because forest andwoody areas provide foodand cover for wildlife, thesecover types
should be preserved. Mature trees, particularlythose which producenuts or acorns,
shouldbe retained.Shrubsand treesshouldbe trimmedratherthan cleared.

8. All pole designshould be single phase (withoutarms), where possible,to preservethe
aestheticsof the area.

9. Lines shouldbe buried,when practical.

10. Birds typically establishflight corridors along and within river and creek drainages.
Transmissionlines that crossor are locatedvery near thesedrainagesshould have line
markers installed at the crossings or closestpoints to thedrainagesto reducethe potential
of collisions by birds flying along or near the drainagecorridors.

11. Line alterationsto preventbird electrocutionsshouldnot necessarilybe implementedafter
sucheventsoccur, asall electrocutionsmaynot be knownor documented. Incorporation



of preventative measures along portionsof the routesthat are most attractiveto birds (as
indicated by frequent sightings) prior to any electrocutions is much preferred.

12. Transmissionlines should be designedto cross streams at right angles, atpoints of
narrowest width, and/or at the lowest banks whenever feasible to provide the least
disturbance to stream corridor habitat.

13. Implementation of wildlife management plans alongrights-of-way should be considered
wheneverfeasible.
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HIDALGO COUNTY

A1VIPHIBIANS
Black SpottedNewt (Notophthalmusmeridionalis) - canbe foundin wet or

sometimeswet areas,suchas arroyos,canals,ditches,orevenshallowdepressions;
aestivates inthe groundduringdryperiods;Gulf CoastalPlainsouthof the San
AntornoRiver

Mexican Treefrog(Smiliscabaudinii) - subtropicalregionof extremesouthernTexas;
breedsMay-Octobercoincidingwith rainfall, eggslaid in temporaryrainpools

SheepFrog (Hypopachuszxzriolosus)- predominantlygrasslandandsavanna;moist
sites in arid areas

South TexasSiren - large form (Sirensp. 1) - wet orsometimeswet areas, such as
arroyos,canals, ditches, or even shallow depressions; aestivates in the ground
duringdryperiods,but doesrequiresomemoistureto remain;southernTexas
southof BalconesEscarpment;breeds February-June

White-lipped Frog (Leptodactyluslabialis) — grasslands,cultivatedfields, roadside
ditches,anda wide varietyof otherhabitats;oftenhidesunderrocksor in burrows
underclumpsof grass;speciesrequirements incompatiblewith widespreadhabitat
alterationandpesticideusein southTexas

BIIR.I)S
American PeregrineFalcon (Fakoperegrinusanatum)- potential migrant;nestsin

westTexas
Arctic PeregrineFalcon (Fakoperegrinustundrius) - potentialmigrant
Audubon’s Oriole (Icterusgraduacaudaaudubonii)- scrub,mesquite;nestsin dense

trees,or thickets,usuallyalong watercourses
Brownsville CommonYellowthroat (Geothlypistrichas insperata)- tall grasses and

bushesnear ponds,marshes,andswamps;breedingApril to July
CactusFerruginousPygmy-owl (Glaucidiumbrasiianumcactorum)- ripariantrees,

brush, palm,and mesquite thickets;during dayalso roostsin small cavesand
recesseson slopesof low hills; breedingApril to June

CommonBlack Hawk (Buteogallusanthracinus)- cottonwood-linedrivers and
streams;willow treegroveson thelowerRio Grandefloodplain; formerlybredin
southTexas

GmyHawk (Asturinanitidus) - maturewoodlandsof river valleys andnearbysemiarid
mesquiteandscrubgrasslands

Hook-billed Kite (Chondrohierax uncinatus)— densetropicalandsubtropicalforests,
but doesoccur in openwoodlands;uncommon torarein mostof range;accidental
in southTexas

InteriorLeastTern (Sternaantillarum athalassos)— nests alongsandandgravel bars
within braidedstreams,rivers & someinland lakes

Northern Beardless-tymnnulet (Camptostomaimberbe)- mesquitewoodlands;near
Rio Grandefrequentscottonwood,willow, elm, andgreatleadtree;breedingApril
to July

Reddish Egret(Egrettarufescens)- residentof the TexasGulf Coast;brackishmarshes
andshallowsaltpondsandtidal flats; nestson groundor in treesorbushes,ondry
coastalislandsin brushythicketsof yuccaandpricklypear

Rose-throated Becard (Pachyramphusaglaiae) - ripariantrees, woodlands,open
forest, scrub,andmangroves;breedingApril to July

Federal State
Status Status
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HIDALGO COUNTY,cont’d

Federal State
Status Status

Sennett’s Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatussenneti)- oftenbuilds nestsin andof
Spanishmoss(Tillandsiaunioia~);feedson invertebrates,fruit, andnectar;breeding
March to August

Tropical Parula(Parulapitiayuma)- denseoropenwoods,undergrowth, brush,and T
treesalongedgesof rivers and resacas;breedingApril to July

White-faced Ibis (Plegadischihi) - prefersfreshwatermarshes,sloughs,andirrigated T
rice fields, butwill attendbrackishand saltwater habitats; nests in marshes, in low
trees,on the groundin bulrushesorreeds,oron floating mats

White-tailedHawk (Buteoalbicaudatus)- near coast it is found on prairies,cordgrass T
flats, andscrub-liveoak; furtherinland on prairies,mesquiteand oaksavannas,
andmixed savanna-chaparral;breedingMarch to May

Wood Stork (Mycteriaamericana)- foragesin prairie ponds,floodedpasturesor fields, T
ditches, andothershallow standingwater, includingsalt-water;usuallyroosts
communallyin tall snags, sometimes in association with other wading birds (i.e.
active heronries);breedsin Mexico and birds move into Gulf States in search of
mud flats andotherwetlands,eventhoseassociatedwith forestedareas;formerly
nestedin Texas,but no breedingrecordssince1960

Zone-tailedHawk (Buteoalbonotatus)- rough, deep, rockycanyonsandstreamsides T
in semiaridmesa,hill, andmountainterrain;breedingMarchto July

FISHES
Bluntnose Shiner (Notropis simus)(extirpated)— mainriver channels,oftenbelow T

obstructionsoversubstrateof sand,gravel,andsilt; dammingandirrigation
practicespresumedmajorfactorscontributingto decline

RiverGoby (Awaous banana)- clear waterwith slowto moderatecurrent,sandyor T
hardbottom,andlittle orno vegetation;alsoentersbrackishandoceanwaters

Rio Grande Silvery Minnow (Hybognathusamarus)(extirpated)- historicallyRio LE E
Grandeand Pecos River systems and canals; pools and backwaters of medium to
largestreamswith low ormoderategradientin mud, sand,orgravelbottom;
ingestsmud andbottomoozefor algaeand otherorganicmatter;probablyspawns
on silt substratesof quiet coves.

II~SE~TE’S~~*
Subtropical Blue-black Tiger Beetle (Cicindelanigrocoeruleasubtropica)- most

tigerbeetlesareactive, usuallybrightlycolored,andfoundin open,sunnyareas;
adult tigerbeetlesarepredaceousandfeed ona varietyof small insects;larvaeof
tiger beetlesare alsopredaceousandlive in vertical burrowsin soil of drypaths,
fields, orsandybeaches

Maculated Manfreda Skipper(Staiingsiamaculosus)- mostskippersaresmalland
stout-bodied;namederivesfrom fast,erratic flight; at restmostskippershold
front andhind wings at different angles; skipper larvae are smooth, with the head
andneckconstricted;skipperlarvaeusuallyfeedinside aleaf shelter and pupatein
acocoonmadeof leavesfastenedtogetherwith silk-
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Federal State
Status Status
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CaveMyotis Bat (Myotis &z:fer) - colonial and cave-dwelling;also roostsin rock
crevices,old buildings,carports,underbridges,andevenin abandoned Cliff
Swallow (Hirundop~honota)nests;roostsin clustersof up to thousands of
individuals; hibernatesin limestonecavesof EdwardsPlateau andgypsumcavesof
Panhandle during winter; opportunistic insectivore

Coues’ RiceRat (Oryzomyscouesi)- cattail-bulrush marshwith shallowerzoneof
aquaticgrassesnear theshoreline;shadetreesaroundthe shoreline areimportant
features;preferssalt and freshwater, as well as grassyareasnearwater;breedsApril-
August

Jaguar (Panthera onca)(extirpated)- densechaparral;no reliableTX sightingssince
1952

Jaguarundi (Herpailurusyaguarondi)- thickbrushlands,near water favored; six month
gestation, youngborntwice peryearin March and August

Mexican Long-tonguedBat (Choeronycterismexicana)- deep canyonswhereuses
caves& mine tunnelsasdayroosts;also foundin buildings& oftenassociated
with big-earedbats(Plautucspp.);singleTX recordfrom SantaAnaNWR

Ocelot(Leoparduspardalis) - densechaparralthickets;mesquite-thornscruband live
oakmottes; avoidsopenareas;breedsandraisesyoungJune-November

Southern Yellow Bat (Lasinrus ega) - associatedwith trees,suchaspalmtrees(Sabal
nrxicana) in Brownsville, whichprovidethemwith daytimeroosts;insectivorous;
breedingin late winter

White-nosedCoati (Nasuanarica) - woodlands,riparian corridorsandcanyons;most
individualsin Texasprobablytransientsfrom Mexico; diurnal andcrepuscular;
verysociable;forageson ground &in trees;omnivorous;maybe susceptibleto
hunting,trapping,& pet trade

MOLLUSKS
Texas Horns hell (Popenaiaspopeii) - Rio Grande drainagefrom thePecos Riverto

the FalconBreaks

REPTILES
Reticulate Collared Lizard (Crotaphytus reticulatus)- requiresopenbrush-grasslands;

thorn-scrubvegetation,usuallyon well-drainedrolling terrainof shallowgravel,
caliche,orsandysoils; often onscatteredflat rocksbelowescarpmentsor isolated
rock outcropsamongscatteredclumpsof pricklypearandmesquite

BlackStripedSnake(Coniophanesimperialis) - extremesouthTexas;semi-arid
coastal plain, warm, moist micro-habitatsandsandysoils; proficientburrower;
eggslaid April-June

Indigo Snake(Drymarchoncorais) - thombush-chaparralwoodlandsof southTexas,in
particulardenseripariancorridors;cando well in suburbanandirrigatedcroplands
if not molestedor indirectlypoisoned;requiresmoist microhabitats,suchas
rodentburrows,for shelter

Keeled Earless Lizard (Holbrookiapropinqua)— coastaldunes,barrierislands,and
other sandyareas;eatsinsects andlikely othersmall invertebrates;lays clutchesof
2-7 eggsMarch-September(most May-August) insoil/underground

TexasParks& Wildlife
Annotated County Lists of Rare Special
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HIDALGO COUNTY, cont’d

Federal State
Status Status

NorthernCat-eyedSnake(Leptodeiraseptentrionalis)- Gulf Coastal Plain south of T
theNuecesRiver; thorn brushwoodland;densethicketsborderingponds and
streams;semi-arboreal; nocturnal

SpeckledRacer(Drymobiusmargaritiferus) - extremesouthTexas;densethickets T
near water, Texas palm groves, riparian woodlands; often in areaswith much
vegetationlitter on ground;breedsApril-August

Texas HornedLizard (Phrynosomacornutum)- openarid orsemi-aridregionswith T
sparsevegetation;grass,cactus,scatteredbrushorscrubbytrees;burrowsinto soil,
usesrodentburrows,orhidesundersurfacecover

TexasTortoise (Gopherus berlandieri)- openscrubwoods, aridbrush,lomas,grass- T
cactusassociation;openbrushwith grassunderstorypreferred;shallow
depressionsatbaseof bushorcactusorundergroundburroworhidesunder
surfacecover

VASCULAR PLANTS

Bailey’s balimoss(Tillandsiabaileyi) - epiphyticon varioustreesand shrubs;flowering
February-May

Chihuahua balloon-vine (Cardiospermumdissectum)- shrublandson gravellysoils
alongLowerRio GrandeValley~floweringJuly-September

Falfurriasmilkvine (Matelearadiata) - endemic;knownonly fromone collectionfrom
Falfurrias;habitat unknown;flowering (May?) June

Gregg’swild-buckwheat (Eriogonumgreggii) - grasslandsandbnishlandson
gypsum-cappedhills; flowering in summer?

Mexican mud-plantain (Heterantheramexicana)- aquatic;ditchesand ponds;
floweringJune-August

Runyon’s coiy cactus(Coiyphanthamacromerisvar. runyonii) - endemic;low hills
andflats on gravellysoils in Tamaulipanshrubcommunitiesalong the Rio Grande

Runyon’s water-willow (Justicia runyonii)- calcareoussilt loam,silty clay,or clayin
openingsin subtropical woodlands on active or former floodplains; flowering
(July-) September-November

Small papillosus cactus (Echinocereuspapiiosusvar. angusticeps)- endemic;sandy
to gravellysoils in grasslandsormesquite-acaciashrublands

St. Joseph’s staff (Manfredalongiflora) - endemic;varioussoils (claysandloamswith
variousconcentrationsof salt, caliche,sand,andgravel) in openingsoramongst
shrubsin thornyshrublands;on Catahoulaand Frio formations, and also on Rio
Grande floodplain alluvial deposits; flowering in September

Starcactus(Astrophytumasterias)- gravellysalineclaysor barnsover Catahoula & LE E
Frio formations,on gentleslopes& flats in grasslandsorshrublands;floweringin
May

Texasayenia (Ayenialimitaris) - woodlandson alluvial depositson floodplainsand LE E
terraces alongtheRio Grande;floweringthroughout theyear withsufficient
rainfall

Texas windmill-grass (Chioris texensis)- endemic;sandyto sandyloamsoils in open
to sometimesbarrenareasin prairiesandgrasslands,includingditchesand
roadsides;floweringin fall

Vasey’sadelia(Adeliavaseyi)- subtropical woodlandsin LowerRio GrandeValley
floweringJanuary-June
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Walker~smanioc (Manihotwalkerae)- peripheryofnativebrushin sandy loam; also on LE E
caliche cuestas?;flowering April-September(following rains?)

StatusKey~
LE, LT - FederallyListedEndangered/Threatened
PE,PT - FederallyProposedEndangered/Threatened

E/SA, T/SA - Federally Listed Endangered/Threatened by Similarity of Appearance

Cl - FederalCandidateforListing, Category1; informationsupportsproposingto list as
endangered/threatened

DL, PDL - FederallyDelisted/Proposedfor Delisting
NL - Not FederallyListed

E, T - StateListed Endangered/Threatened
“blank” - Rare,butwith no regulatorylisting status

Species appearing on theselists do not all share the sameprobability of occurrence. Somespeciesare migrants or
wintering residentsonly, ormaybehistoric orconsideredextirpated.




